Throne speech brings rival camps together; Oil industry, green groups laud 
‘positive’ language, promises 


The Toronto Star 
September 27, 2020 Sunday 


Copyright 2020 Toronto Star Newspapers Limited 
Section: NEWS; Pg. A4 

Length: 746 words 

Byline: Alex Ballingall Toronto Star 
Dateline: OTTAWA 


Body 


The federal government's throne speech was greeted this week with cautious optimism from two camps often seen 
as diametrically opposed in an era of climate crisis: the oil industry and the environmental movement. 


Organizations representing oil and gas companies and workers told the Star they saw "positive" language in 
Wednesday's speech, specifically the reference to how Canada "cannot reach" its climate goals without the energy 
sector's help. 


At the same time, green groups responded favourably to a suite of promises contained in the speech that - although 
largely recycled commitments from before the pandemic - were taken to signal the government remains devoted to 
ramping up efforts to slash emissions. 


On Friday, federal Natural Resources Minister Seamus O'Regan tried to strike that balance again, announcing $320 
million in federal funds to Newfoundland's offshore oil industry, to "Support jobs and ensure the sustainable, long- 
term, lower-emitting future" of the industry hard hit by the collapse of oil prices in recent years. 


In a statement, O'Regan's spokesperson lan Cameron praised oilsands workers and said the industry must be "at 
the heart of the clean energy transformation" the Liberal government is pushing for. 


It's a balancing act the Liberal government has tried since it took power in 2015, promising more aggressive 
measures to fight climate change while also supporting the oil and gas industry, one of Canada's largest sources of 
the emissions that cause global warming. 


Tim McMillan, the president and chief executive officer of the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers, which 
includes the biggest oil and gas companies in the country, said it was "positive" to hear the Liberal government cite 
the importance of the energy sector to "creating good-paying and long-lasting jobs." 


That reference came in the section of the speech on the need to fight climate change and transition to a cleaner 
economy - a project in which McMillan said the oil and gas sector can play a crucial role. 


"It was important to acknowledge the innovation and technology capacity that we have to help Canada reach its 
goals and commitments," McMillan said, adding that his association remains opposed to various government 
initiatives, including the upcoming clean fuel standard and ban on oil tanker exports from the north coast of British 
Columbia. 
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Mark Scholz, president of the Canadian Association of Oilwell Drilling Contractors, said he heard a "genuine tone of 
collaboration" in the throne speech. Many companies in the oilpatch have pledged to achieve net-zero emissions 
from their operations, he said, arguing that the government will need the skills of workers in the sector to 
successfully transition to cleaner energy sources like hydrogen and geothermal, and to set up carbon capture 
facilities. 


The government needs to support the sector to ensure it is around to help in the coming years, after years of 
hardship and cutbacks at major operations in the oilsands, he said. 


"Oil and gas - our traditional bread and butter - isn't going away, nor can it," Scholz said. "That really is going to 
continue to be a fundamental building bridge to take us to that next step." 


Others, however, are calling for a quicker transition away from fossil fuels to a cleaner economy. On Friday, a group 
called Climate Strike Canada staged events that labelled the throne speech as "abysmally inadequate" to meet the 
threat of global warming. 


There was also prompt criticism of Friday's new funding to offshore oil in Newfoundland. Catherine Abreu, 
executive director of Climate Action Network Canada, called the decision "demoralizing" because it does not 
guarantee the money will make the industry cleaner. 


"The money went to the province went to no strings attached," she said. "If you're serious about a green recovery, 
you have to develop a series of clear and transparent expectations that you put around this kind of support." 


Even so, environmental groups and stakeholders advocating for clean tech innovation saw reasons for hope. 
Greenpeace called the speech's proposals "ambitious but incomplete." Ecojustice welcomed measures including 
promises to revamp the Canadian Environmental Protection Act and bring forward the next phase of Canada's plan 
to slash emissions through the fall. 


That plan will be designed to show how Canada can overcome its current shortfall and exceed its target under the 
Paris climate accord for 2030, and achieve net zero emissions by 2050. 
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